CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

e -ipg 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1500928.000 

Medium: 

Computer Image File 

Publisher: 

Not stated 

Country of origin: 

Not stated 

Language: 

Not applicable 

Applicant: 

Commissioner of Police 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 

Descriptive note: 

None 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

25 February 2016 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

Date of notice of decision: 

25 February 2016 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The computer image file was submitted by New Zealand Police, on the grounds that it depicts a 
woman engaged in sexual intercourse with a horse. Due to the close cropping and poor quality of 
the image, it is not immediately clear that this is in fact what is depicted. Upon closer inspection, 
it is certainly possible, but given the ambiguity it would be unreasonable to conclude that the 
image promotes or supports, or tends to promote or support, bestiality under s3(2)(e) of the 
Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. For a publication to be said to promote 
or support, or tend to promote or support, any of the criteria in s3(2), the New Zealand Court of 
Appeal has previously ruled that there must be something more than “mere depiction” of one of 
the prohibited activities. The ambiguity here means that this publication cannot fairly be said to 
meet that threshold. 

The image does nonetheless clearly and unambiguously depicts explicit sexual activity, and is 
intended for the purpose of sexual arousal. It is likely to cause injury to children and teenagers if 
it were to be made available to them, therefore its availability needs to be restricted to adults. 




A restriction on the availability of the publication to adults is the highest limitation on the 
availability of this publication that is reasonable and that can be demonstrably justified, when 
taking into account the provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. As it has been 
concluded that the image cannot fairly be said to promote or support, or tend to promote or 
support, bestiality, it cannot be deemed to be objectionable, nor are there any other grounds for 
an objectionable classification. 



